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Girls Giving Grants Announces 2007-2008 

Grant Recipient at City Hall 

LifeWorks is This Year’s Recipient

AUSTIN, Texas – Girls Giving Grants will award their 2007-2008 grant of $5,700 to LifeWorks in an awards ceremony at City Hall on Wednesday, April 23, 2008, at 4:30 pm.  
Girls Giving Grants (G3) is an Impact Austin program open to young women between the ages of 12 and 18. G3 members learn the power of collective giving by combining their individual donations and awarding a grant to a charitable organization of their choice for programs that benefit youth within Travis, Hays, Bastrop and/or Williamson counties. 
Thanks to significant membership growth, this year’s grant is more than double last year’s.  In 2006-2007 Girls Giving Grants awarded $2600 to the Center for Child Protection. In the prior year, the program’s first grant for $2100 was awarded to Austin Children’s Shelter.   
Dina Mavridis, Director of Girls Giving Grants, proudly explains, “Three years ago, this program was started by teenage girls who built it from the ground up.  Girls Giving Grants is the only all girl, grant-making cooperative in Austin that is fully funded and operated by its young members.  Our members have complete ownership – from funding the grant themselves to making the final determination of their grant recipient.  Their grants make an impact on the community today and the learning experience makes an impact on the girls forever.” 

Claire Powers, current President of Girls Giving Grants describes her experience, “This year's group of girls in G3 is one amazing group.  Growing from 26 girls last year to 57 this year was a fantastic surprise and we managed the increase very well. I'm thrilled to have LifeWorks as our grant recipient. I learned what a wonderful organization LifeWorks was when they were selected as Impact Austin's first grant recipient. What they do for the homeless and the needy youth of our community is beyond what anyone could ever imagine. I feel extremely blessed for being a part of G3 for three years and the President this past year. I hope I was able to give back to G3 what it gave to me.”

LifeWorks, which seeks to transition youth and families from crisis to safety and success, plans to use the Girls Giving Grants award to purchase toys, children’s books, parenting books, and mobile bookshelves for its Resource Library in the Shelter for Young Parents and for the LifeWorks’ Supportive Housing apartments.  The new Shelter for Young Parents, which provides both housing and educational opportunities, opened recently in April of this year.  
According to Susan McDowell, Executive Director of LifeWorks, “The G3 grant will enable teenage parents to prepare for their most important role – to be their children’s first teacher.  The parenting library will be a resource to help young mothers and fathers make certain that their children have the skills needed to succeed in school and life.”
Girls Giving Grants will begin recruiting for members for 2008-2009 in May. For more information on Girls Giving Grants, visit the website, www.girlsgivinggrants.org .
WHAT: 
Girls Giving Grants presents 2007-2008 grant to LifeWorks
WHO:
Dina Mavridis, Director, Girls Giving Grants

Claire Powers, senior at St. Stephen’s, founding member     of Girls Giving Grants and current President
Susan McDowell, Executive Director, LifeWorks

Brett Barnes, Director of Development & External Relations,  LifeWorks

Steve Bewsey, Director of Housing. LifeWorks
Members of Girls Giving Grants from Anderson High School, Bailey Middle School, Bowie High School, Hill County Middle School, Lake Travis High School, Murchison Middle School, St. Andrews Episcopal School, St. Michael's Catholic Academy, St. Stephen's Episcopal School, Westlake High School, Westwood High School.
WHEN: 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008, at 4:30 pm.

WHERE:
Austin City Hall



301 W. Second Street



Austin, TX 78701

Girls Giving Grants is the youth extension of Impact Austin.  Impact Austin is a 501(c)(3) public charity made up of women seeking to transform lives in the Austin area through high-impact and lifelong giving. Collectively, we are changing the face of philanthropy in Austin, www.impact-austin.org .
