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Girls Giving Grants, Austin’s leading youth philanthropy,

Announces $5,200 2011 Grant 

AUSTIN, TX - Girls Giving Grants is celebrating its sixth year and a membership of 52 women strong with the announcement of Girls Giving Grants 2011 grant award of $5,200.  

Girls Giving Grants is the only all-girl, grant-making cooperative in Austin that is fully funded and operated by its young members.  Members have complete ownership—from funding the grant themselves, to reviewing the grant applications, and finally, making the award.

“Being able to work with girls my age and impact the lives of other children in Austin has been such a great experience,” said Girls Giving Grants President and senior high school student Oriana Wright.  “My involvement in Girls Giving Grants has helped develop me as a leader, and has been such a fun way to give back to Austin.  I’m sad this is my last year.”

Kicking off the 2011 grant season, Girls Giving Grants is soliciting proposals from area nonprofit organizations that are interested in applying for the 2011 grant.  To be eligible, programs or projects must benefit youth within Travis, Hays, Bastrop and/or Williamson counties and with the purpose of strengthening, improving, enhancing, and positively impacting the lives of children and youth in the greater Austin area. To be eligible for a grant, an organization must be classified as a public charity with a tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) and 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 

“The young women of Girls Giving Grants are truly inspirational”, said Girls Giving Grants Director Dina Mavridis.  “Our girls are excited to learn about the needs of our community and to help in every way they can, starting with their collective grant of $5,200.”

Earlier this year, Girls Giving Grants selected Austin Sunshine Camps as its 2010 grant award recipient.

“Working with Girls Giving Grants has been a truly awesome experience,” said Michelle Porst's, development manager at Austin Sunshine Camps.  “This year we have more seniors than ever, and because of the grant from Girls Giving Grants, those seniors are excited to attend college.  What an amazing impact to inspire students to attend college, and, through education, break the cycle of poverty for themselves!”

Girls Giving Grants will accept proposals until October 30, 2010, and will award the grant in April, 2011.   For more information about eligibility and how to submit a proposal, please visit the Girls Giving Grants website at www.girlsgivinggrants.org. 

# # #

Girls Giving Grants

Girls Giving Grants is the youth extension of Impact Austin.  Impact Austin is a 501(c)(3) public charity made up of women seeking to transform lives in the Austin area through high-impact and lifelong giving. In 2010, Impact Austin awarded more than $510,000 to five area non-profits. For more information, visit www.impact-austin.org.
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